Abstract: Diplomacy is an art and/or practice of negotiating between certain states leaders. Namely, all international agreements are commonly negotiated between diplomats, before those same contracts are accepted by national politicians.
Introduction
The subject of this paper is the activities, the influence and the activity of the Macedonian diplomacy in dealing with the imposed problem of the name of the state. The idea of analyzing Macedonia's diplomacy regarding the name issue with our southern neighbor comes from the long-standing inability to resolve this dispute, as well as the stagnation of the Republic of Macedonia in the European integration processes, as one of the main goals of the Macedonian foreign policy. After its independence, the Republic of Macedonia has made efforts to build a diplomatic network.
The Republic of Macedonia, immediately after the proclamation of independence on September 8, 1991, is facing trouble because of its name with its southern neighbor Greece. The attitude of Greece can hardly be broken, according to which the existence of a state called Macedonia threatens its territorial integrity. Greece several times introduced various economic blockades and used a veto for membership of the Republic of Macedonia in international organizations. The Republic of Greece is on the side of a name that contains in itself geographical terminology, which will be used in both bilateral relations and internationally. The Republic of Macedonia insists in its relations with Greece to use a name in respect of which the two countries will reach agreement, and in its international relations or relations with other countries to use its constitutional name Republic of Macedonia.
The diplomatic relations between the
Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Greece after signing of the interim agreement from 1995 to 2008
After the signing of this agreement, the second phase is taking place, where the cooperation on the economic plane is normalized and diplomatic relations between Greece and Macedonia are established (Frckoski Danailov, 2009 In the 1995 interim agreement, the contracting parties are determined as the first and second pages or by the names of the the capital cities of both countries, Skopje and Athens.
When signing agreements on a bilateral level, the Republic of Macedonia does not use the temporary reference, and if the Greek Contracting Party insists on such a reference, then the first contracting party to the agreement shall be printed in two versions (one under the constitutional name of the Republic of Macedonia and another under the temporary reference), so each party signs only the version that is acceptable to her.
When signing agreements at the multilateral level by Macedonia not signed any deal where not specified constitutional name, and in such a case, by sending letters, the Republic of Macedonia gives a notification of the other party that is a signatory to the agreement that is agreeable to such an agreement and that that agreement will be applied in the Republic of Macedonia and it is signed by the responsible authority, but using the constitutional name of the state.
And then, in that period, as in the present, on the territory of the Republic of Greece, the "Slav Macedonians" are not recognized as a minority with a different ethnic culture.
The same day after the Interim Accord between Greece and Macedonia was signed, a letter was sent from US President Bill Clinton, which contained the information that full diplomatic relations between the United States and the Republic of Macedonia are being established.
Macedonian President Gligorov sent a telegram to the President of Greece Stephanopoulos and Prime Minister Papandreou, which received a return response highlighting the improvement of relations between the two sides. www.japmnt.com
At that time, a message was sent to the Security Council by the mediator Cyrus Vance for the signing of the Interim Accord between Greece and Macedonia (Gligorov, 2002, p.411) . The Interim Accord was ratified in early October 1995 by the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia, and also in that period by the Parliament of Macedonia, the Law on the new flag with 8 slings was also adopted. With the adoption of this law, the new flag became the necessary condition, so the new flag was raised in front of the United Nations headquarters in New York.
Then, in the middle of October 1995 between the representatives of Macedonia and Greece, a Memorandum was signed on the practical measures for applying the Interim Accord, and the Greek embargo was abolished in 1994, and the border between the two countries was open to cooperation.
In Greece, on 20 October 1995, the following contracts were signed: Memorandum for opening of liaison offices in Skopje and Athens, Protocol on mutual visa regime and fees, Protocol on transport and communication, etc. This was the end of the period of blockades and embargoes towards the Republic of Macedonia, which period was extremely difficult for Macedonia.
However, the problems of the Republic of Macedonia have not stopped with this, but she continued her struggle for recognition of the name and its international representation (Mitev, 2015, p.90-102) .
At the beginning of Macedonia's independence, foreign policy was aimed at building good relations with all neighboring countries, but avoiding a privileged relationship with any neighboring country. This foreign policy was a result of the negative past experiences, and it ended in 1998 with the formation of a new Government of the Republic of Macedonia. Then, a foreign policy with positive approach and closer relations with neighbors (especially Bulgaria and Greece) began to be implemented.
Such a positive foreign policy was interrupted in 2001 with the conflict, after which a broad ruling coalition was formed in Macedonia, and the whole concentration was directed towards dealing with the crisis. After the regular parliamentary elections in 2002, a new ruling coalition was formed, which also focused primarily on tackling the aftermath of the 2001 conflict. Despite the formation of a new government after the regular elections in 2006 and the early elections in 2008, the Macedonian foreign policy consistently lacked a new, publicly promoted approach to its neighbors (Marolov, Rodriguesb, 2014, p.260-267) .
Although the Republic of Macedonia named its own representative at the headquarters in Brussels in October 1992, however, the overall diplomatic relations with the European Union were realized in December 1995, when the Republic of Macedonia opened the mission to the European Union. In 1997, the Republic of Macedonia signed the Cooperation Agreement with the European Community. The same year, the Permanent Mission of the European Commission to the Republic of Macedonia was opened. In the period from April to November 2000, the Republic of Macedonia negotiated a Stabilization and Association Agreement.
